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of the rights of the oppressed nationalities would help to relieve the revolutionary party of people who were Great-Russian nationalists rather than Socialist revolutionaries, it would be all to the good from Lenin's point of view.1 But the essential motive of Bolshevist pre-revolutionary nationality policy, and the key to its understanding, was the" problem of getting the Socialist revolutionaries of various nationalities within the Tsarist empire to collaborate*
When the Left-wing Russian Social Democrats 2 began to
develop their nationality policies, no one could expect that events
would  lead  to  proletarian  dictatorship  being proclaimed in
Tashkent even a few days before its declaration in Petrograd.
The  oppressed  nationalities  with which  Socialist policy was
mainly  concerned were  those with  a  long historical  record
expressed in terms of Western progressive thought:   Poles and
Finns, Latvians and Georgians, Jews and Armenians, to give
examples from each of the groups previously mentioned.    Finns,
Latvians, and Armenians, as well as the revolutionaries among
the Mohammedan peoples, cooperated easily  with  the  most
radical of all the Russian parties ; and the fact that, ki the Ukraine
as well as in Baku or Tashkent, the core of the industrial workers
were Great-Russian, Left-wing Socialists rendered most national
'issues, before as well as after the 1917 Revolution, much simpler
than they were in Austria where the Labour movement had
grown to a roughly equal degree among Czechs and Germans.
Disputes were likely to arise among peoples whose own Labour
movement as well as their nationalism was strongly developed.
Amongst these peoples the Bolsheviks had little success,3 but the
discussion of their problems greatly helped to clear up the political
1 This does not necessarily mean that Lenin would have opposed Stalin's policy, during the years before the present War, of admitting the remnants of the middle class and even aristocratic intelligentsia to the Party. To win a revolution is one thing ; to consolidate and defend the revolutionary state another.
a Because they won a (very narrow) majority in the 1903 party congress they were called " Bolsheviki" (majority Socialists). Thus the term in Russia has a sense exactly opposite to its meaning in Germany, where, after 1915, the reformists were to be called the " Majority Socialists ".
3 Among the Poles the Bolsheviks did not succeed in convincing the Left-wing Socialists. So they had hardly any influence during the decisive years 1918-20. Among the Georgians the split, in spite of providing revolutionary Russia with her first People's Commissar for Nationalities, and present leader, was so even, that some military help for the Left was needed to secure incorporation in the U.S.S.R. The Jews, threatened with pogroms even under the regime of, for example, the Ukrainian " Social Revolutionaries *% had hardly any choice but to support, after hard lessons, the only party whose iron hand was able to get rid of that pest. But up to the moment when that necessity became clear to them, the majority of the Jews supported the various national Socialist groups, in the struggle against which a good deal of Bolshevist theory on the nationality question had Developed.